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was also the fi rst hotel in Naga to have a swimming 
pool and Jacuzzi for its guests that were also 
patronized by elite health club members.

During this time, Robert owned and operated 
department store and supermarts in Bicol cities. 
In 1988, he opened the 1000- sq.m. Robertson 
Department Store/Supermart located at LandBank 
bldg. at General Luna, making it the biggest and 
the fi rst fully-air-conditioned mall that included a 
cinema in Naga City.

Earlier in 1983, he also opened Robertson’s, the 
fi rst air-conditioned department store in Legazpi 
City until it folded up in 2005. In 1990 another 
Robertson Department Store/Supermart was 
established in Sorsogon City in partnership with 
the Quintos and Nicolas families. Eventually in 
the year 2000, the Robertson Mall & the Roberto’s 
Restaurant were opened at ALDP, Diversion Road, 
Naga City to compete head on with new and big 
players in the retail business.

Not known to many, Robert was also once 
involved in other businesses like SOP Bus Line, 
the DWAR radio station, and the Caceres CableTV. 
At present, his business interests include the 10.8-
hectare Villa Obiedo subdivision in partnership 
with businessmen Raul Rocha and Romy Tan, and 
the 6.8-hectare Eternal Garden in partnership with 
former Ambassador Antonio Cabangon-Chua. 
Robert’s real estate interests comprise not less than 
80 hectares which he planned to develop in the 
near future.

In the hotel business, Robert believes that one 
has to innovate and provide the best facilities and 
amenities one can afford. If the customers are 
satisfi ed, they will patronize the hotel again and 
again, he added.

Robert also distinguishes the hotel from the 
retail business. In retailing, if you have a good credit 
line with the big suppliers and unblemished track 
record, you can open as many stores he advised, 
without obtaining additional capitalization. On 
the other hand, for a hotel to be competitive, you 
need a huge investment for its expansion, and to 
keep abreast with the trend. However, recovering 
investments  take time, since the returns are earned 

gradually he explains.

Robert however attributes his success in 
business to the support of the community, and to 
being able to hire the right people to help him run 
the business operation. In the hotel, his bottom 
line is  customer satisfaction, and the favorable 
feedback from the hotel guests.

Fifteen years after it started, Villa Caceres Hotel 
has now expanded and upgraded into a 115-room 
3-star hotel sprawled on a 5,000 sq. m property 

On November 12, 2008, Villa Caceres Hotel 
inaugurates and opens the doors of its new 50-
room Mediterranean-inspired edifi ce to its patrons, 
guests, and friends. This magnifi cent extension 
has a huge convention hall equipped with a high-
tech sound system, can easily accommodate 
1,200 persons, and would be an ideal venue for 
conferences, assemblies, and trade exhibits. On the 
ground fl oor beside the lobby is the new and sleek 
Bistro Roberto with its superb sounds, musical 
instruments, and bar amenities that will provide 
live entertainment with its Manila-based and local 
bands. There are also four board rooms with a 
20-person capacity which are ideal for business 
meetings and small group gatherings.

All hotel rooms at the second and third levels 
were equipped with state-of-the-art electronic 
systems, 32-inch fl at TVs, sensor-operated fl ushing 
of urinals, vaults, telephones at the receiving area 
& comfort room, among others. On the other hand, 
two presidential suites have the latest Jacuzzi and 
whirlpool bath, 42-inch fl at TVs, complete with 
receiving and dining areas for style and comfort.

For convenience and ease, the hotel has two 
elevators to serve its guests. One of them is a 
scenic elevator, the fi rst to its kind in the Bicol 
region which is located in front of the hotel.

For optimum security, the hotel is also 
installed with the latest surveillance cameras, 
and is equipped with up-to-date communication 
system. To complement the existing parking area 
at the front of the hotel, a 2,400-sq. m parking lot 
situated at the back of the hotel is made available 
to accommodate more vehicles.

The façade of the new edifi ce is elegant at 
the daytime, and resplendent at night.

VILLA CACERES HOTEL.  Your 
convenience home.

III In July 1993, Robert Lee Obiedo together 
with fi ve other local businessmen bought the 
Casa Catalina Hotel from Architect Danilo 

Manalang and renamed it Villa Caceres Hotel. It 
was then a 30-room hotel on an 800 sq.m. lot at 
the cogonal area along the Magsaysay Avenue, 
Naga City. During the 1997 Asian Financial Crisis, 
the business partners divested their investments, 
thus, making Robert the sole proprietor of the Villa 
Caceres Hotel.

From the very start, Robert saw an opportunity 
with his new hotel even though it was located in a 
once far off road. For one thing, some hotel guests 
prefer a quiet place to stay, and an ample parking 
space which downtown hotels have diffi culty 
providing.

As a maverick, Robert innovated, and came up 
with several “fi rsts” in Naga City’s hotel industry. 
He started to develop the hotel by refurbishing 
the rooms, and adding more until it had a total of 
65 rooms. He made sure that hotel guests were 
entertained during the night by a live band at the 
Bistro Roberto, and a big hall for those who were 
into ballroom dancing .

To make the stay of hotel guests satisfactory, 
Robert invested in a modern gym with ample 
equipment for workouts complemented by a sauna 
room, showers, and lockers. Villa Caceres Hotel 

VILLA CACERES SPREAD.indd   1 11/6/2008   2:34:22 AM


